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Low vision (LV) affects millions of older adults in the United States and
represents a leading contributor to loss of independence and increased
fall risk. As the population ages, the demand for evidence-based, home-
centered interventions has grown substantially. However dedicated
focus on WV-specific home meodification and environmental adaptation
remains limited within occupational therapy practice, and OTs with
specialized expertise in this area are scarce. This project is conducted
in partnership with the Duke Eye Center and DwellSafe, o digital health
platform designed to bridge the gap between healthcare and home
safety. Together, we aim to address this gap at the intersection of
accessibility, home design, and public health by developing
comprehensive OT training materials, including a structured webinar
cumriculum and product guide, to equip clinicians with the knowledge
and practical tools needed to support clients in safely aging in place.

Literature Review. Peer-reviewed [iterature was reviewed to establish an
evidence base for LW-related home modification strategies and best
practices in clinician education.

Stakeholder Partnership & Engagement. Ongoing collaboration with the
Duke Eye Center and DwellSafe shaped the scope and applicability of all
project deliverables. Early contact has also been established with AARP
to explore future collaboration oppertunities.

Curriculum & Resource Development. A four-module OT training
webinar and an OTfacing product guide recommending LV-friendly
products were developed to equip clinicians with practical, evidence-
informed tools.

Pilot Webinar & Needs Assessment. A preliminary run of the webinar
was conducted with five licensed OT clinicians, preceded by a pre-
webinar survey and followed by a post-webinar self-assessment to
measure knowledge impact.
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A pre- and post-webinar self-sssessment survey was administered to five licensed OT clinicians to evaluate the impact of the pilot training.

Pre-Training Basaline:

» 60% of clinicians rated their knowledge of low vision, visual impairments, and home modifications at a 3 out of 5, indicating moderate familiarity but a clear

opportunity for targeted clinical education
Post-Training Results:
= 60% of clinicians rated themselves sta Soutof 3
= Mo respondent rated below a 3

= While the sample size (n = 5) remains small, the consistency of improvement scross all participants represents a promising preliminary signal of the

curriculum's effectivensss
Additional Developments:

= The team developed a Quick Reference Guide: Home Safety Considerations for Persons with Vision Impairment: a clinical reference tool created in partnership
with DwellSafe to equip OTs with practical, evidence-informed home safety recommendations for use during client assessments and home visits

Future Goals:

= Pursue AOTA Approved Provider status, enabling participating OTs to apply training hours toward state licensure renawal
= Substantially expand the curriculum to include diagnosis-zpecific home modification recommendations

This project represents a meaningful early step toward addressing a critical gap in Lv-
specific clinical education and home safety support. Preliminary findings from the
pilot webinar demonstrate that structured, targeted training can meaningfully improve
OT clinician confidence in low vision home modification practice. The concumem
development of a clinical Quick Reference Guide further advances the availability of
practical, evidence-informed tools for OTs warking with this population. Togethes,
these efforts lay a strong foundation for a scalable, aceredited training program that
can extend its reach through the DwellSafe platform and ulimately support
individuals with low visien in safely and independently aging in place.
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