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No tax increase for county, towns

Employees to
see pay raises

By Melissa Dean

melissa@newsrecordandsentinel.com

County and town employees will no-
tice a slight uptick in their paychecks
next year.

Madison County commissioners
passed their budget Monday, June 30
with a two percent raise for all county
employees-the budget also includes add-
ed funding for the school system.

“We are losing county employees to
Buncombe - They deserve at least a cost
of living increase in wages,” Commis-
sioner Hall Moore said during a June
work session budget meeting.

“We have honored the hard work and
dedication of our county employees,” Al-
len Lamberson, Madison County Man-
ager wrote in an email.

The county approved a budget of just

over $22.6 million for the fiscal year
2014-15, a 6.1 percent increase from last
fiscal year’s budget.

County revenue for the fiscal year are
estimated to increase by roughly $1.39
million over the last fiscal year, includ-
ing a $346,200 transfer from the fund
balance.

Lamberson said much of the increase
can be attributed to increase in tax col-
lections, grants, fees and predictions for
federal inmate revenues.

Despite serious debate, residents will
not see a rise in taxes- the board main-
tained a $0.52 tax rate.

Even as early as a week before the fi-
nal budget was passed, commissioners
considered bumping the tax rate up
$0.04, returning to a 2012 level of $0.56.
Within this budget, according to finance
director Darlyne Rhinehart, $0.01 is
equal to just over $192,000 for the county.

“As the economy continues to stay the
way it is it’s really tough,” said Commis-
sion Chair Wayne Brigman. “There are
so many things that we would like to do
and would like to change-but due to the

income we are getting and the monies we
have available, it’s tough-It’s tough ev-
erywhere, not just Madison County, but
nationwide.”

Despite renewed efforts to collect
back taxes over the last fiscal year, Mad-
ison County still falls below the state av-
erage.

“We all know that we have a problem
with our tax collection rate, but actually
I think it is worse than we think,” said
Commissioner Jim Baker.

Though showing progress, the county
is one of the lowest in North Carolina in
tax collection rates.

“We are making an improvement-
...but if we were collecting our taxes at
rates that other counties around us are,
we would have an equivalent of a $0.05
tax rate increase locally,” said Baker.
“We have got to have more revenue-but,
before I talk anymore about raising our
tax rate...we need to collect our taxes
better.”

Over the last five years collection
rates dipped from 94.6 percent in 2008 to
90.1 percent in 2012, according to the NC
Association of County Commissioners.

Currently, Madison County’s collec-
tion rate hovers around 94 percent, three
percent less than state average.

“Why would you raise taxes when
people don’t pay their taxes,” Commis-
sioner Bill Briggs said. “I hear that all
the time. People read the names in the
paper and it irritates them when they are
paying their taxes, and other aren’t.”

The board agreed the answer to the
deficit is to continue to increase their tax
collection rate to be consistent with oth-
er counties across the state.

“It would be illogical to change our
tax rate from $0.52 to $0.56 when we are
not collecting our taxes now at $0.52,”
said Baker

Lamberson said that he hopes to bring
a proposal to the board in the upcoming
months on a feasible way to bring the
rate up to statewide standards.

“We are going to have to go after peo-
ple who are not paying their taxes,” said
Baker.

Despite alow tax collection rate, Mad-
ison County School System will receive

See BUDGETS, Page 2
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PAGE program empowers
through education

Through several educational activities from digital storytelling to improving literacy skills through a reading and writing program,
students are empowered to harness the key to their own success-education.

Liz shows her private investigators badge, made as part of their

By Melissa Dean

melissa@newsrecordandsentinel.com

emale novelist Ayn

Rand once wrote

“The question isn’t

who’s going to let

me;it’s whois going
to stop me.”

In it’s fourth year, The
Partnership for Appala-
chian Girls Education
(PAGE) program returns to
Madison County this sum-

women through education.

“It’s an amazing place and
an incredible opportunity
that these girls get to have,”
said Mariana Zindel, Duke
University undergraduate.
“I feel so lucky to be able to
be here and to actually make
a difference in someone’s
life.”

The program is a partner-
ship between Duke Univer-
sity and the Madison County
School System aimed at edu-

journeys as detectives while reading the Nancy Drew series.
PHOTOS BY MELISSA DEAN/THE NEWS-RECORD & SENTINEL

chian girls in Madison Coun-
ty.

This year around S0 girls
from Hot Springs, Spring
Creek and Laurel will spend
their summer vacations
with a team of Duke Univer-
sity undergraduate students
who come to Madison Coun-
ty tolive, teach, and learn for
nine weeks. Though their

ementary, their classroom is
only limited by their imagi-
nation.

Through several educa-
tional activities from digital
storytelling to improving lit-
eracy skills through a read-
ing and writing program,
students are empowered to
harness the key to their own

Marshall
man faces
felony
charges

Sex offense,
POSSession
and delivering
to a minor

By Melissa Dean

melissa@newsrecordandsentinel.com

A Marshall man was arrested last
week after authorities believe he en-
gaged in sexual activities with a dis-
abled woman and sold illegal drugs
to minors.

James Dale Ryan, 34, of 601 N.
Main St., Marshall was arrested
June 1 by the Madison County Sher-
iff’s Office and faces multiple felo-
ny charges
including
second de-
gree sex of-
fense and
possession
of marijua-
na

He is be-
ing heldon a
$350,000 se-
cured bond
and a $1,500
unsecured
bond.

Accord-
ing to his
warrant for
arrest, there is probable cause to be-
lieve that on or about June 2013 and
July 2014, Ryan “unlawfully, willful-
ly and feloniously did engage in a
sex offense..who was at the time
mentally disabled.”

The victim’s name will not be re-
leased.

In addition to the sexual offense
charge, Ryan face multiple felony
charges after detectives believe he
sold and delivered marijuana to mi-
nors under the age of 16 between
June 2013 and July 2014.

According to the warrant for ar-
rest, Ryan kept and maintained
dwelling house at 601 N. Main Street
that was used for selling the con-
trolled substance.

Ryan will face felony charges of
second degree sexual offense, sell or
deliver a controlled substance to a
minor, felony possession of marijua-
na, possession with intent to sell and/
or deliver, maintaining a dwelling
for a controlled substance and mis-
demeanor possession of drug para-

James Dale Ryan
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Continued from Page A1 boards the sequence and
uses Final Cut Express to
success-education. produce and edit their

“The goal is really to creation-atwo-three min-
empower girlsintobeliev- ute film that provides a
ing in themselves, im- glimpseintothelife of girl
proving their literacy so growing up in rural Madi-
thatthey canreachahigh- son County.

er education and open And the end product is
their eyes to more oppor- nothing but breathtaking.
tunities,” said Zindel. “These stories portray

Launched in 2010, the just how important and
program, formerly the how beautiful each of
Spring Creek Literacy them are,” said Zindel.
Program, emerged based Some she said are so
on the childhood experi- touching they bring a tear
ences of it’s founder, Deb-  to her eye.
orah Hicks. The innocence and

Hicks, a first genera- honesty that pours from
tion college student, grew the imagination of the
up muchlike her students. young girls can be inspir-

Educated in public ing.
schools and from rural Like 12-year-old Brook-
Appalachia, Hicks rose lyn Phillips who tells her
from her humble begin- tale of three generations -
nings to earn a doctorate herself, her father and
in Education and Human her paw-paw, through the This year around 50 girls from Hot Springs, Spring Creek and Laurel will spend their summer vacations with a team of
Development from Har- eyes of a redhead. Duke University undergraduate students who come to Madison County to live, teach, and learn for nine weeks. /
vard University in 1988. “You get to be your-

“I think (the program) self,” said Phillips, of
gives them a sense that Spring Creek. “You don’t
they can achieve their have to try and act differ-
dreams and they can be entand try to be someone
whoever they wanttobeif you’re not. You just get to
they just stick witheduca- express your feelings.”
tion-that is their ticket,” At the end of the sum-
said Hicks. mer each student will

Through a method have a chance to display
coined the “Girl Effect,” their film at an exhibition
student’s participate in held at area churches.
learning activities that One of the older girls in
foster 21st century litera- the class dreams of being
cy skills, critical thinking a baker.
and leadership. Through PAGE’s entre-

“It’s basically a trickle- preneurship class, stu-
down effect,” said Ber- dents created a business
nice Kwan, Duke Under- model for Appalachian
grad. “You educate these Sweet Treats.
young women and you Today business is
empower them. We be- booming with two bake
lieve if you can push them sales in July.
to love learning, love edu- “So we try and help her
cation-they will goontoa achieve that dream by
higher education and edu- giving her the tools, tech-
cate those around them to  nologies and understand-
strengthen their commu- ing of entrepreneurship
nity, strengthen their chil- that she needs to achieve
dren...The girl effect-you that dream,” said Hicks.
empower a woman, you Throughout the sum-
empower a community.” mer, girls enjoy healthy

The program has since outdoor activities and
expanded their reach to educational field trips
educate nutritional from visiting a local orga-
awareness through anew nic farm to what life will
farm to table initiative, be like on a college cam-
and introduce students to  pus.

the entrepreneurial world Only two weeks into
through mock start-up the program and the “girl
projects. effect” has already taken

“I think most of these effect for young Phillips-
girls are very intelligent, her dream today isto goto
they have shown that,” collegetobecomeanurse.
said Zindel. “It is just a “They encourage us,”
matter of encouraging Phillips said as she points
them to be proud of that to two of her favorite
and encouraging them to Duke students. “Every-
pursue that...We tellthem one encourages each oth-
that they can and they fi- er.”

nally believe that they can Encouragement that
and you see how much oneday may journey back
that changes them.” to the valleys of Spring

A changethat formany Creek- trickling down
comes as they are encour- once again the power of
aged toopen up theirlives the girl effect.
through one of the most
expressive tools-digital

story telling.

During the summer
each student writes and PAGE is a partnership between Duke
records a script, story University and the Madison County School

System aimed at educating and elevating
Appalachian girls in Madison County./
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) ) ) Pick up some of these ingredients at your local tailgate market
N E KMAR ALPR DAY U L ALG  SEP NOV L
AFPLLS ) ] Summers Harvest - Eggplant

BEANS, GREEY A few facts:
BLANS, BUTTCE " Eggplants are short-lived perennial vegetables, but are
usually cultivated as annuals. Also known as
BIUFEERRIES - aubergines, eggplants differ mainly in size,
EROGCCAL g i shape and color of the fruits. Eggplants are
T ABEAGE o tropical and subtropical, requiring relatively
b i f high temperatures. Related crop include toma-
CAMTHLOURES o toes, potatoes and peppers.
CORN . Wit & Wisdom
o ; At one time, women in the Orient used a black dye to
CUCUMBERS ; stain their teeth a gun metal gray. The dye probably came from
EGEPLANT the same dark purple eggplant we see in the marketplace today.
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they begin to brown, 3 to 5 minutes. Re-

: Spicy Eggplant:

PEICHES ,
I 2 Thsp. vegetable oil

PEANITS : | 4 Japanese eggplants,
F'E.“.i. FIELD jcut into 1-inch cubes
PHCANS 1 2 Thsp. vegetable oil
PFPRTRS GRFEN 1 2 onions, thinly sliced

i 11 Thsp minced garlic
FLTATOES, WHITE 12 Thsp. soy sauce e
Fl[[“‘l’“:il EH'EE[ 12 Tbsp. water MI.X. mn th.e soy sauce, water, oyster sauce,
PLMPKING 11 1/2 Thsp. oyster sauce chili garlic sauce, sugar, and black pepper, 1

and stir to form a smooth sauce. Return I

1
move the eggplant with a slotted spoon, |
and set aside. 1
Heat 2 more Thsp. of oil in the skillet overl
medium-high heat, and cook and stir the 1

onions just until they begin to soften, 1
about 30 seconds. Stir in the garlic, and

cook and stir an additional 30 seconds.

1 - .
SOLASH = . 1 Tbsp. chili garlic sauce

ETH"“'}FERIEE ground black pepper to taste ) ’
TOMATOES 1/2 tsp. Asian (toasted) sesame oil mer until the eggplant is tender and al- |
INATERMFL O 1 Directions: most all the liquid has been absorbed,

about 5 minutes. Drizzle sesame oil over

the eggplant to the skillet, lower the heat, |

B tsp. white sugar ‘
and allow the vegetables and sauce to sim- |

Nt 1 Heat 2 Tbsp. of oil in a large skillet or wok

1
1
the dish, and give one final brief stir to 1
combine. 1

4

Far drartesier and wose infarmatian abaut HC pradose asit was nedaraskntoarg. j over medium-high heat until almost smok-
Agriculture vf W W D irdustey. When yau dee the Sogdness Grows o berth Sarsliee, st ‘Eg._Ciok_aEd_stlitEeigiplinlcibe_s Elt_ll i
ir.."u'. un [t Fn-..'l:u %, yniare s intreining I “bee po v ::rl:l.ll' i, -ll-l'l_'. If you are interested in submitting a recipe from your farm,
e . o - . . . . . .
af Merta Caralics ard to oo fasesa FRGLAIC send the recipe along with farm information to chris@newsrecordandsentinel.com
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