
ALI FISHMAN, SUEPRIYA ADHIKARI, EVELYN STOVIN, MARCOS GLEMKSTEIN,
RACHEL BETH ACKER, SUSANNAH BRASWELL 

Bearing witness to atrocities preserves
humanitarian crimes in communal memory — and
through citizen journalism, OSINT, and digital
archiving, that documentation has become a vital
tool for historical record, legal accountability, and
creative reclamation of trauma.

OSINT is the collection and analysis of publicly available sources
including social media, satellite imagery, and digital archives,
and it has become a vital method for tracking international
events and holding belligerent actors accountable.

Digital reconstruction models translate this complex, multi-
source evidence into accessible narratives that can test
physical plausibility and sequence events, but risk stripping
emotional dimensions from stories while introducing new
uncertainties around verification.

ARCHIVING WAR AND BEARING WITNESS

The rise of smartphones has transformed
how communities document and pursue
accountability. From war crimes in Ukraine
to the genocide in Gaza and violent
immigration enforcement in the United
States, civilians and researchers have
increasingly turned to Open-Source
Intelligence (OSINT), using social media,
geolocation tools, satellite imagery, and
digital archiving, to preserve evidence for
potential legal proceedings. 
Digital media now functions as both
archive and instrument of accountability.
Yet the proliferation of AI-generated
synthetic media complicates verification,
raising new evidentiary burdens for
investigators and prosecutors. This project
seeks to examine the future of digital
witnessing in legal and civic spheres.

PROJECT OUTLINE

Left: photograph documenting ICE raids in Minnesota by Pierre
Lavie/@just1dudewithacamera. Right: AI-generated video recently circulated online
and falsely depicts the bombing of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.

FROM GAZA TO MINNEAPOLIS: THE POLITICS AND LEGALITY OF
DIGITAL WITNESSING

WAS IT REAL, AND DOES IT MATTER?

OPEN SOURCE INTELLIGENCE

DR. REBECCA STEIN

Still from a digital reconstruction by Bellingcat of the killing of Renee Good by ICE
agents in Minnesota. The model relies upon video clips captured and shared by
witnesses to social media.

AI, the Liar’s Dividend, and Authenticity: As
generative AI makes it easy to create highly
realistic media, the line between real and fake blurs,
enabling what political scientists call the Liar’s
Dividend, where real evidence can be undermined
or dismissed as AI. This raises questions about what
authenticity means and whether it still matters.

Image left aerial model highlighting damage and destruction in Gaza, from October 2023 to
July 2024 and courtesy of Forensic Architecture. Image right courtesy of Planet Labs and the
BBC.

A  girl is trapped under the rubble of her destroyed home after it
was bombed by an Israeli airstrike, Al-Nuseirat refugee camp,
October 31, 2023. Photo by Motaz Azaiza.
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