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• Define portal scope and key structure

• Identify essential research transparency 
components

• Map primary legal sources and datasets to 
assess their accessibility and reliability.

• Review copyright law & licensing rules

Mixed-Methods

Legal Feasibility Findings

Research Barriers

Source & Legal Feasibility Analysis

Platform & AI Evaluation (beginning) 

• Benchmark existing academic portals to 
evaluate their architecture and metadata.

• Test AI-generated research summaries 
and assess their accuracy, reliability, and 
validity.

Purpose 

• Build an open-access portal of Chinese Law 
and Policy Research to promote 'reflexivity’ 
and self-awareness 

Key Findings

Background
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Portal Design & Mock-Ups 

To learn more about our project: 

Significance

• Access to Chinese law and policy resources 
remains fragmented and restricted.

• Open access 2.0 focuses not on full text but 
on enhancing reflexivity in the research 
process by identifying assumptions, values, 
methodological design, research limitations, 
and blind spots 

Main Barriers

• Paywalled Databases

• Incomplete and Fragmented Data

• “Leapfrogging” Problem 

• Geopolitical Constraints 

• Institutional Barriers

• Restricted: Commercial databases (CNKI, 
Westlaw) impose license terms that may 
contractually override fair use.

• Conditional: Publishers (CUP, OUP) reserve 
rights that may limit fair use.

• Open: Creative Commons-licensed content 
permits full-text reposting with attribution.

Three Tiers of Licensing Regimes

Key Takeaways (based on evolving US 
copyright law framework)

• Publishing metadata and original human 
curated summaries  is likely to be 
transformative and is aligned with the four-
factor fair use analysis

• Publishing AI-generated summaries is more 
complex, depending on data source and 
quality, human-in-the-loop validation 
workflow, and appropriate use of the 
output.

Mock-Up 1 - Figma

Mock-Up 2 - Lovable
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