
This Bass Connections project focused on improving home safety and accessibility for 

older adults with vision impairments by translating clinical evidence and occupational 

therapy expertise into practical, actionable resources. Vision loss is a significant and 

often under-addressed contributor to home safety risks, and this work aimed to bridge 

the gap between clinical knowledge and real-world home environments through applied, 

scalable solutions. 

In collaboration with DwellSafe ((https://dwellsafe.ai/) as an implementation partner, 

the team designed all project deliverables for real-world deployment within a digital 

home assessment and recommendation platform. This partnership provided a pathway 

to ensure that the project outputs were not only evidence-informed but also feasible, 

user-centered, and adaptable to both healthcare-integrated and direct-to-consumer 

settings. 

The first completed deliverable was a vision-focused home assessment 

framework, or “vision vertical,” composed of evidence-informed, self-report clinical 

questions. The assessment emphasizes functional vision impairments rather than 

diagnoses alone, allowing recommendations to be tailored to how vision loss affects 

daily activities and home safety. Attention was given to balancing clinical rigor with 

health literacy and user experience, minimizing survey fatigue while maintaining 

meaningful clinical insight across multiple entry pathways. 

The second deliverable consisted of occupational therapy training modules 

designed to support OTs in identifying and addressing vision-related safety and 

accessibility risks within the home. These modules provide structured educational 

content that integrates clinical principles with practical assessment strategies and were 

developed with the intent of supporting professional onboarding and continuing 

education. Input from practicing occupational therapists informed the scope, format, 

and applicability of the training materials. 

The third deliverable was a set of product guides that translate assessment findings 

into actionable, room-by-room recommendations. These guides focus on safety, 

accessibility, and usability for individuals with vision impairment, incorporating 

considerations such as installation complexity and real-world feasibility. By aligning 

products directly with identified needs, the guides support informed decision-making 

for both clinicians and end users. 

Together, these three completed deliverables form an integrated framework that 

connects assessment, education, and intervention. The project demonstrates how 

interdisciplinary collaboration and applied partnerships can advance safer aging in 

place by embedding clinical insight into tools designed for practical, scalable 

implementation. 
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